Document A

Source:  Earl Warren, Brown v Board of Education of Topeka, 1954
To separate ‭Negro children from others of similar age and qualifications solely because of their race generates a feeling of inferiority as to their states in the community that may affect their hearts and minds in a way unlikely ever to be undone. . . . We conclude that in the field of public education the doctrine of “separate but equal” has no place.  Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal.

Document B

Source:  Martin Luther King, Jr.,  Speech at Civil Rights March on Washington, 1963

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave-owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character.

Document C

Source:  Martin Luther King, Jr.  Why We Can’t Wait, 1964.
Nonviolent action, the Negro saw, was the way to supplement, not replace, the process of change.  It was the way to divest himself of passivity without arraying himself in vindictive force.

The Negro was willing to risk martyrdom in order to move and stir the social conscience of his community and the nation . . . he would force his oppressor to commit his brutality openly, with the rest of the world looking on . . . Nonviolent resistance paralyzed and confused the power structures against which it was directed.

Document D

Source:  Malcolm X, Speech:  The Ballot or the Bullet, 1964

The political philosophy of black nationalism means that the black man should control the politics and the politicians in his own community; no more.  

Power in the defense of freedom is greater than power in behalf of tyranny and oppression.

Document E

Source:  Declaration of Southern Congressmen on Integration of Schools, 1956

The unwarranted decision of the Supreme Court in the public school cases is now bearing the fruit always produced when men substitute naked power for established law. . . . We regard the decision . . . as a clear abuse of judicial power.  It climaxes a trend in the federal judiciary undertaking to legislate, in derogation of the authority of Congress, and to encroach upon the reserved rights of the states and the people. . . . The original Constitution does not mention education. . . . Though there has been no constitutional amendment or act of Congress changing this established legal principle . . . , the Supreme Court of the United States, with no legal basis for such action, undertook to exercise their naked judicial power and substituted their personal political and social ideas for the established law of the land. This unwarranted exercise of power by the Court . . . is creating chaos and confusion in the states.  It is destroying the amicable relations between the white and Negro races that have been created through ninety years of patient effort by the good people of both races.  It has planted hatred and suspicion where there has been heretofore friendship and understanding.  

Without regard to the consent of the governed, outside agitators are threatening immediate and revolutionary changes in our public school systems.  If done, this is certain to destroy the system of public education in some of the states.  We commend the motives of those states which have declared the intention to resist forced integration by any lawful means.

Document F

Source:  Stokely Carmichael, “What We Want,” New York Review of Books, September 1966

One of the tragedies of the struggle against racism is that up to now there has been no national organization which could speak to the growing militancy of young black people in the urban ghetto. . . . For too many years, black Americans marched and had their heads broken and got shot. . . . We cannot be expected any longer to march and have our heads broken in order to say to whites:  come on, you’re nice guys.  For you are not nice guys.  We have found you out. . . . An organization that claims to be working for the needs of the community—as SNCC does—must work to provide that community with a position of strength from which to make its voice heard.  This is the significance of black power beyond the slogan.

Ultimately, the economic foundations of this country must be shaken if black people are to control their lives.  The colonies of the United States—and this includes the black ghettoes within its borders, North and South—must be liberated. . . .

The society we seek to build among black people, then, is not a capitalist one.  It is a society in which the spirit of community and humanistic love prevail. . . . We won’t fight to save the present society, in Vietnam or anywhere else.  We are just going to work, in the way we see fit, and on goals we define, not for civil rights but for all our human rights.
Document G

Source:  Mississippi Economic Council, Statement on the Civil Rights Law, 1965
The Mississippi Economic Council, since it was organized in 1949, has been concerned with the economic and social well-being of our state.  This means that it is concerned with the peace and tranquility of our state.  The recent passage of certain federal legislation creates monumental problems for Mississippians.  The Council opposed passage of the Civil Rights Act, but as a leadership organization it cannot bury its head in the sand and ignore its existence. . . .

We recognize that the Civil Rights Act of 1964 has been enacted by the Congress as law.  It cannot be ignored and should not be unlawfully defied.  Resistance to the law should be through established procedures in the American tradition of resort to enlightened public opinion, the ballot boxes, and the courts.  We should adjust ourselves to the impact of this legislation regardless of personal feelings and convictions and limit our resistance to the stated methods. 
Document H

Source:  Martin Luther King, Jr.  “Showdown for Nonviolence,” Look, April 1968

I agree with the President’s National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders that our nation is splitting into two hostile societies and that the chief destructive cutting edge is white racism.  We need, above all, effective means to force Congress to act resolutely—but means that do not involve the use of violence.  For us in the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, violence is not only morally repugnant, it is pragmatically barren. . . . The time has come for a return to mass nonviolent protest.  Accordingly, we are planning a series of such demonstrations this spring and summer, to begin in Washington, DC.  They will have Negro and white participation, and they will seek to benefit the poor of both races. . . . This will be an attempt to bring a kind of Selma-like movement, Birmingham-like movement, into being, substantially around economic issues.  Just as we dealt with the social problem of segregation through massive demonstrations and we dealt with the political problem—the denial of the right to vote—through massive demonstrations, we are now trying to deal with the economic problems—the right to live, to have a job and income—through massive protest.
Document J

Source:  US Constitution, Amendment XIV, ratified 1868

Section 1:  All persons born or naturalized in the United States and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside.  No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.
