Excerpt #1

“Before you go I would like to say just a word about the Philippine business…The truth is I didn’t want the Philippines, and when they came to us as a gift from the gods, I did not know what to do with them…I sought counsel from all sides—Democrats as well as Republicans—but got little help.

I walked the door of the White House night after night until midnight; and I am not ashamed to tell you, gentlemen, that I went down on my knees and prayed to Almighty God for his light and guidance more than one night.  And one night late it came to me this way—I don’t know how it was, but it came: 

1. That we could not give them back to Spain—that would be cowardly and dishonorable.

2. That we could not turn them over to France or Germany, our commercial rivals in the Orient—that would be bad business and discreditable.

3. That we could not leave them to themselves—they were unfit for self-government—and they would soon have anarchy and misrule over there worse than Spain’s was; and

4. That there was nothing left for us to do but to take them all and to educate the Filipinos, and uplift and civilize and Christianize them, and by God’s grace do the very best we could by them, as our fellow men for whom Christ also died.  

And then I went to bed and went to sleep and slept soundly.”—President William McKinley

1. What pros/cons is President McKinley weighing?
2. What does he decide to do?  Reasons?
3. In your humble opinion, are his reasons valid for retaining governance of the Philippines? Why or why not?

Excerpt #2

“Mr. President, the times call for candor.   The Philippines are ours forever…And just beyond the Philippines are China’s illimitable markets.  We will not retreat from either…We will not renounce our part in the mission of our race, trustee, under God, of the civilization of the world…

The Pacific is our ocean…where shall we turn for consumers of our surplus?  Geography answers the question.  China is our natural customer…The Philippines give us a base at the door of all the East…

No land in American surpasses in fertility the plains and valleys of Luzon.  Rice and coffee, sugar and coconuts, hemp and tobacco…The wood of the Philippines can supply the furniture of the world for a century to come.  At Cebu the best informed man on the island told me that 40 miles of Cebu’s mountain chain are practically mountains of coal…I have a nugget of pure gold picked up in its present form on the banks of a Philippine creek…

My own belief is that there are not 100 men among them who comprehend what Anglo Saxon self-government even means, and there are over 5,000,000 people to be governed.

It has been charged that our conduct of the war has been cruel.  Senators, it has been the reverse…Senators must remember that we are not dealing with Americans or Europeans.  We are dealing with Orientals.”—Senator Albert Beveridge, addressing Congress, January 9 ,1900

1. List some examples of blatant racism Senator Beveridge uses to justify his position.


a.


b.

2.  What are his motives for annexation?
Excerpt #3

“Imperialism is the policy of an empire. And an empire is a nation composed of different races, living under varying forms of government. A republic cannot be an empire, for a republic rests upon the theory that the government derive their powers from the consent of the government and colonialism violates this theory. We do not want the Filipinos for citizens. They cannot, without danger to us, share in the government of our nation and moreover, we cannot afford to add another race question to the race questions which we already have. Neither can we hold the Filipinos as subjects even if we could benefit them by so doing. . . . Our experiment in colonialism has been unfortunate. Instead of profit, it has brought loss. Instead of strength, it has brought weakness. Instead of glory, it has brought humiliation.”-- William Jennings Bryan

What position is WJB taking on the question of annexation? What are his motives?
What document is WJB referencing implying our hypocrisy?
What might an argument against WJB’s POV?
Handout #4

“The present war is no bloodless, operate bouffe engagement; our men have been relentless, have killed to exterminate men, women, children, prisoners, and captives, active insurgents and suspected people from lads of ten up, the idea prevailing that the Filipino as such was little better than a dog….Our soldiers have pumped salt water into men to make them talk, and have taken prisoner people who have held up their hands and peacefully surrendered, and an hour later, without an atom of evidence to show that they were even insurectos, stood them on a bridge and shot them down one by one, to drop into the water below and float down, as examples to those who found their bullet-loaded corpses.”—Philadelphia Ledger, November 1901

Excerpt #5
"Should our power by any fatality be withdrawn, the commission believe that the government of the Philippines would speedily lapse into anarchy, which would excuse, if it did not necessitate, the intervention of other powers and the eventual division of the islands among them. Only through American occupation, therefore, is the idea of a free, self-governing, and united Philippine commonwealth at all conceivable. And the indispensable need from the Filipino point of view of maintaining American sovereignty over the archipelago is recognized by all intelligent Filipinos and even by those insurgents who desire an American protectorate. The latter, it is true, would take the revenues and leave us the responsibilities. Nevertheless, they recognize the indubitable fact that the Filipinos cannot stand alone. Thus the welfare of the Filipinos coincides with the dictates of national honour in forbidding our abandonment of the archipelago. We cannot from any point of view escape the responsibilities of government which our sovereignty entails; and the commission is strongly persuaded that the performance of our national duty will prove the greatest blessing to the peoples of the Philippine Islands.

1. What position is your character taking on the question of annexation (making the United States part of the Philippines)? What are his / her reasons?
Go back to all of the reasons for/against occupation.  Quickly, generate a two column graph with all the reasons for and against the post SPAM War occupation of the Philippine Islands.
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