Hello kids!  Are you as disappointed as I am about the lack of freezing rain and snow?  You see, that’s the only good thing that can come out of winter now that the holidays are over.  And it’s only good if it gets us out of school.  Other than that, it stinks.  Wish I were in Florida.


It is now time to start a research project.  You will need to write a 4 page research paper about a major aspect regarding the American Civil War.  I don’t mean for you to write pages of facts about this general or that battle.  A nonfictional story that has a conclusion. You must present a thesis and defend it.  Here is an example thesis:

After capturing Harper’s Ferry, Virginia, Confederate General, Robert E. Lee, had no choice but to head north and invade southern Pennsylvania in the summer of 1863 because invading the north would attain victory for the under resourced Confederate States of America.

Once again, your paper must be typed, have one inch margins, be twelve point size, and use the wonderful courier new font.  You will need at least three resources, two of which must be in paper form.  You will need to cite your paper 10 times using footnotes or endnotes (to be explained later).  Any infringement on these requirements will be met with a dirty look and a grade reduction.
Go to my resource page on my website and start uncovering the treasure trove of stories and resources available. http://sjosocialstudies.weebly.com/research-paper-sources.html

We will be in the library for the next three days.  Meet there instead of my happy room.  This project will be due in full on _____________________________Good luck.
Mr. Beckett
Below are some general topics you may wish to choose from.  These were papers done last year by the current senior crop.

Brother vs. Brother

Civil War Prisons and Conditions -- II

Black Soldiers in the Civil War -- II

John Brown’s Eccentric Role in Starting the Civil War

Libby Prison

The Journey to a Free World: The Underground Railroad -- II

Brigadier General John Bufords’ 1st Division

Kentucky and the Underground Railroad

Families in the Civil War

The History of the Confederate Flag

The Beginnings of Modern Warfare

Impact of the Dred Scott Decision

Lincoln-Douglas Debates of 1858

Illinois’ Role in the Civil War

The Downfall of Mary Todd Lincoln -- II

Civil War Hospitals and Conditions – II

Nurses in the Civil War

War Tactics of the Civil War - III

Battle of Gettysburg: The Turning Point for the Union

The Monitor: A Revolutionary Marvel

Civil War Sharpshooters

Glory: Understanding the Price of Freedom

African-Americans in the Civil War

Political Cartoons During the Civil War

Female Spies in the Civil War

The Annexation of Texas

The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln

Harriet Ross Tubman: American Civil War Woman

Music and Downtime for Soldiers during the Civil War

Women and Role Changes During the Civil War

Other Websites to check out

www.cwc.lsu.edu/
http://valley/vcdh.virginia.edu

http://spec.lib.vt.edu/civ/war

http://members.tripod.com/~ProlificPains/cwpages.htm
http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/women/cwdocs.html
http://homepages.dsu.edu/jankej/civilwar/civilwar.htm
http://www.historyplace.com/civilwar/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cwmhtml/cwmhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/gmdhtml/cwmhtml/cwmhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cwphtml/cwphome.html
