Mr. Beckett

United States History

April 19th, 2006

Important Figures of WWII
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United States
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President Franklin D. Roosevelt – 32nd President of the United States (1933-1945).  The 1st of the “Big Three.”
President Harry S. Truman – 33rd President of the United States (1945-1952) 
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General George Marshall – Army Chief of Staff for all U.S. forces
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General Dwight D. Eisenhower – Supreme Commander of Operation Overlord, the invasion of Normandy, France. 
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General Omar Bradley – Commanded the largest army in the European Theater (900,000 men)
Admiral Chester Nimitz – Commander in Chief of all Pacific Theater operations.
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General Douglas MacArthur -- Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces in the Southwest Pacific Area (SWPA), 
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England
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Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain – Tried to appease Hitler by allowing Germany to annex surrounding land.  PM from 1937-1940.
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Prime Minister Winston Churchill – Rose to PM when England went to war.  PM from 1940-1945.  The second of the “Big Three.”
Prime Minister Clement Atlee – Defeated Churchill for PM in 1945.
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General Bernard Montgomery – British general in charge of the 8th Army (England) and fought against German General Erwin Rommel in the North Africa campaign.
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France
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General Charles de Gaulle – General and leader of the Free French movement
Marshal Petain – Post-German occupation leader of France in the city of Vichy.  
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USSR
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Joseph Stalin – Leader of the Soviet Union.  The third of the “Big Three.”
Vyacheslav Molotov – Foreign Minister for the USSR.  Forged the Molotov-Ribbontrop Pact.  A non-aggression pact between Germany and the USSR in 1939.
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Germany 
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Adolf Hitler – “Der Fuhrer” of Germany.  Fascist dictator who will annex parts of Europe before attacking Poland in September, 1939.  
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General Erwin Rommel – Nicknamed “The Desert Fox,” he was one of Germany’s best  generals.
Nazi Party – National Socialists Democratic German Workers Party
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Reinhard Heydrich – Nicknamed “The Blond Beast” and “Hangman Heydrich,” he was the second in command of the SS.  He was the lead planner for Hitler’s Final  Solution.
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Joseph Goebbels – Reich Minister of Propaganda.  He wrote Hitler’s speeches and was behind many of the posters depicting Hitler as a godlike figure.
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Heinrich Himler – Commander of the SS (Schutzstaffel).  He was the lead officer of the  concentration camps and the Einsatzgruppen death squads.
Adolf Eichmann -- served as an Obersturmbannführer in the S.S. He was largely responsible for the logistics of the extermination of millions of people during the Holocaust.
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Dr. Josef Mengele -- Nazi German military officer and physician who performed  experiments that were condemned as murderously sadistic on prisoners in Auschwitz during World War II.
Nazi Party Terms
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SS – Schutzstaffel – Paramilitary organization made up of racially pure selected Germans.  They were elite soldiers in the German army.
SA – Sturmabteilung – Stormtroopers who were Hitler’s grunt supporters.
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Gestapo – Geheime Straatspolizei – Secret state police in charge of investigating enemies of the reich.
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Hitlerjugend (HJ) – Paramilitary organization indoctrinating pre-teenagers and teenagers in Nazi ideals.  Sub-agencies of the HJ include the 
Einsatzgruppen – Army of SS soldiers who murdered Polish and Russian Jews after WWII began

German Definitions
Lebensraum – Living space.  
Blitzkrieg – “Lightning War”  Attack one’s enemy with overwhelming force and as fast as lightning.
Luftwaffe – German Air Force

Panzer – Tank
Aryan – Belonging to a race of European-Iranian-Indian people stretching back thousands of years.  Term will be utilized by Hitler for racial and national purposes.

Einsatzgruppen – Army of SS soldiers who murdered Polish and Russian Jews after WWII began

Endlosung – Final Solution – As in the “final solution” to the Jewish Question.  This was  Hitler’s plan to murder the Jewry of Europe. 
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Lebensborn – Human breeding plan implemented by the SS to increase the population of the Aryan race.
Japan
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Emperor Hirohito – Grandson of Emperor Meiji Nationalist/Expansionist).  Mostly a figurehead leader of Japan, but influenced military and political policies.  Not prosecuted for war crimes.  General MacArthur reasoned it would be easier to rule Japan with Hirohito than without him. 
General Hideki Tojo – PM of Japan from 1941-1944.  Executed for crimes against humanity after being convicted for said crimes at the Tokyo Trials.
Italy
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Benito Mussolini – Leader of fascist Italy from 1922 until his execution by his own people in 1943.  Under his rule, Italy will become allies with Germany and Japan, and will fight alongside the Nazis during WWII.
Spain
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Francisco Franco – Fascist leader of Spain who fought against the Republic of Spain in the late 1930’s.  Franco defeated the Loyalists, with the help of German and Italian troops,  and became defacto dictator of Spain.  His government was neutral during WWII, but aided the Axis powers in a non-belligerent way (opened ports to Axis ships).
[image: image32.jpg]Dictatorships by 1938

Democracies dismantied
by dictatorships, 19381940
Remaining democracies
in 1940 0




German Expansion

Rhineland – March, 1936
Anschluss (Austria) – March, 1938

Munich Agreement (Appeasement) – September, 1938

Czechoslovakia – March, 1939
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