Mr. Beckett

American History

Objective

1.  To learn about the effects of yellow-journalism.

2.  To further enhance knowledge pertaining to the Spanish-American War

3.  To better understand U.S. Imperialism in the last part of the 19th century.

Assignment

1.  Write a sensationalist story about a facet of the Spanish-American War or on American Imperialism in the 19th century.  Slant your language to make the United States look good and the rest of the world bad.

2.  1-2 people per class may elect to edit all of the stories and create a publication.
Procedure

1.  Each person is responsible for writing a 300-400 word newspaper article about the topics below.
2.  Use your book, the internet and outside research to find the facts regarding your story.    

Possible Stories

Spanish abuse of Cubans 

Teddy Roosevelt and the Rough Riders

Good and the bad of becoming a mighty empire

The Dupoy de Lome Letter and its effects

The sinking of the USS Maine

The Philippines and what it will bring to the United States

Pineapples in Hawaii: The annexation of the Hawaiian Islands

To War!  To War!  The mobilization of the United States in 1898

The Buffalo Soldiers and General John “Blackjack” Pershing
The “Open Door Policy”

Election of 1900 and the dawn of a new century for America

Pros and cons of Imperialism

Jingoism US foreign Policy

Interviews

William McKinley
Teddy Roosevelt
John J. Pershing
Leonard Wood

John Hay (Sec. of State)
William Jennings Bryan
Captain Sigsbee

Admiral Dewey
Any U.S. citizen/soldier or Spanish citizen/soldier 

